IBL Inquiry-Based Learning 

Spotting Fake News in the Digital Age

What is "fake news" and why do we need to be aware of it?

Publishers of fake news go to great lengths to dupe the public and spread misinformation, and it’s estimated (alarmingly) that close to 80% of people—students especially—can’t tell fake news from actual news.

Discussion Questions
1. What’s the goal fake news publishers want to accomplish? Why do they do it?
2. Imagine you are the focus of a widely-published fake news story. How would you feel and what would you do about the story? What could you do?
3. Looking at fake news and how it is evolving, how much more of a problem do you feel it will be 5, 10, or 20 years from now?
4. What are some of the ways that, when left unchecked, fake news can damage communities and also global society?
5. What are some of the ways we can use Information Fluency to avoid being duped by fake news?
6. What are some of the most outrageous fake news stories you’ve heard? How widely were they accepted as fact, and why?
7. How do fake news publishers “dress up” their content and platforms for deceiving the general public?
8. What do you feel should be done about fake news, and how would you begin taking action if you could?
Resources
· Fake News Website List
· What is fake news? How to spot it and what you can do to stop it
· Fake News Sites to Watch Out For
· Spotting Fake News: Take the Quiz
· 5 Ways to Spot Fake News

